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£^ wh^tein the contact prevention member is attached to the interior surface of the ink pack 

j^j * and is disposed at a location that is separated from an outer edge of the ink pack corresponding to 



the geometric chape. 



\ (Once amended) An ink cartridge for use with a recording apparatus, comprising: 
anMnk pack which is filled with ink and is formed into a flattened bag shape from flexible 
material; anc 

a case^housing the ink pack and constituting an outer shell of the cartridge; 
whereinVhe ink cartridge is loaded to the recording apparatus so that surfaces of the 
flattened ink pacftare oriented in a substantially vertical state, and 

wherein an ink flow passage bulging outwardly of the ink pack is formed from at least 
one of interior surfaces of the flexible material constituting the ink pack to extend along a gravity 
direction lower side of me ink pack. 



9. * (Once amenofed) An ink cartridge for use with a recording apparatus, comprising: 
an ink pack which is filled with ink and is formed into a flattened bag shape from flexible 
material; and 

a case housing the ink pack^ind constituting an outer shell of the cartridge; 
wherein the ink cartridge is lokded to the recording apparatus so that surfaces of the 
flattened ink pack are oriented in a substantially vertical state, 

z wherein an ink flow passage bulging outwardly of the ink pack is formed on at least one 



of interior surfaces of flexible material constituting the ink pack to extend along a gravity 
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^^i^ction lower side of the ink pack, and 

wherein the ink flow passage is formed by press-forming flexible material constituting 

the ink pack. 





12. \ (Once amended) An ink cartridge for use with a recording apparatus, comprising: 
an ink Rack which is filled with ink and is formed into a flattened bag shape from flexible 
material; and 

a case housing the ink pack and constituting an outer shell of the cartridge; 

wherein the ink cartridge is loaded to the recording apparatus so that surfaces of the 
flattened ink pack areVmented in a substantially horizontal state, and 

wherein ink flow passages bulging outwardly of the ink pack are formed from at least one 
of interior surfaces of theVlexible material constituting the ink pack to extend along respective 
sides of the ink pack perpendicular to a side in which an ink outlet port is formed. 



13. (Once amended\ An ink cartridge for use with a recording apparatus, comprising: 
an ink pack which is fillea^with ink and is formed into a flattened bag shape from flexible 
material; and 

a case housing the ink pack an\d constituting an outer shell of the cartridge; 

wherein the ink cartridge is loaded to the recording apparatus so that surfaces of the 
flattened ink pack are oriented in a substantially horizontal state, 

wherein ink flow passages bulging otatwardly of the ink pack are formed on at least one 
of interior surfaces of flexible material constituting the ink pack to extend along respective sides 
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/ v3of thd ink pack perpendicular to a side in which an ink outlet port is formed, and 
™" ^-herein the ink flow passages are formed by press-forming flexible material constituting 




the ink pa< 



IB. (Once amended) A flexible ink pack having opposing interior surfaces defining a 



substantiaMy rectangular ink storage chamber, the flexible ink pack comprising: 

a plug member provided to a shorter side of the substantially rectangular ink storage 
chamber; and) 

a protrusion and/or recess provided to at least one of the interior surfaces of the ink pack, 
and elongated substantially along a longer side of the substantially rectangular ink storage 
chamber, 

wherein the protrusion and/or recess is attached to the interior surface of the substantially 
rectangular ink storageychamber pack at a location that is separated from an outer rectilinear edge 
of the substantially rectangular ink storage chamber. 




Y) N-j f§. (Once amended) A flexible ink pack having opposing interior surfaces defining a 
substantial^ rectangular ink storage chamber, the flexible ink pack comprising: 

a plug\iember provided to a shorter side of the substantially rectangular ink storage 
chamber; and 

a protrusion ^nd/or recess provided to at least one of the interior surfaces of the ink pack, 
and elongated substantially along a longer side of the substantially rectangular ink storage 
chamber, 
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< t^^j^ ^herein the recess is formed as a consequence of plastically deforming a part of a 



flexible film defining the one interior surface. 



Please add .the follow ing new claims: 

25. (Nevty The ink cartridge as claimed in claim 8, wherein the ink flow passage is 
integral with and defined by the at least one of the interior surfaces of the flexible material. 

(New) The ink cartridge as claimed in claim 12, wherein the ink flow passages 
are integ^withand defined by the at least one of the interior surfaces of the flexible material. 

27. \(New) The ink cartridge as claimed in claim 1, wherein the contact prevention 
member is entirely located within an inner space of the ink pack. 

28. (Nfew) The ink cartridge as claimed in claim 27, wherein the contact prevention 
\ member is discrete from and does not form a portion of an outer surface of the ink pack. 



29. (Newy An ink cartridge for use with a recording apparatus, comprising: 
an ink pack wfiich is filled with ink and is formed into a flattened bag shape from flexible 
material; 

a case housing he ink pack and constituting an outer shell of the cartridge; and 
a contact prevention member which is provided within the ink pack for preventing close 
contact between interior surfaces of the ink pack, caused due to a reduction of ink in the ink 
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